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Policy 
 
MedStar Health considers Ocular Photoscreening medically necessary to detect the 
presence of amblyopia or its risk factors for children: 

 Age 3 
 
Or 
 

 Age 4-5 and unwilling or unable to cooperate (e.g. nonverbal or developmental 
delays) with routine vision testing  
 

Limitations 
All other indications are considered experimental and investigational, and are therefore 
not covered.  
 
Background 
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) defines photoscreening as a vision 
screening technique used to screen for amblyogenic factors, such as strabismus, media 
opacities, and significant refractive errors, in 1 or both eyes in children 
 
The AAP reports that the prevalence of amblyopia is estimated to be 1% to 4% in 
children; however, only 21% of preschool-aged children and even fewer younger 
children are screened for this condition 
 
The USPSTF recommends vision screening for all children at least once between the 
ages of 3 and 5 years, to detect the presence of amblyopia or its risk factors (grade B 
recommendation). The USPSTF concludes that the current evidence is insufficient to 
assess the balance of benefits and harms of vision screening for children <3 years of 
age (I statement). 
 
Codes: 
 

Covered CPT Codes/ HCPCS Codes/ ICD-10 Codes 

99174 
Instrument-based ocular screening (eg, photoscreening, automated-
refraction), bilateral; with remote analysis and report 

99177 
Instrument-based ocular screening (eg, photoscreening, automated-
refraction), bilateral; with on-site analysis 
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Disclaimer: 
Evolent Health medical payment and prior authorization policies do not constitute 
medical advice and are not intended to govern or otherwise influence the practice of 
medicine. The policies constitute only the reimbursement and coverage guidelines of 
Evolent Health and its affiliated managed care entities. Coverage for services varies for 
individual members in accordance with the terms and conditions of applicable 
Certificates of Coverage, Summary Plan Descriptions, or contracts with governing 
regulatory agencies.    
 
Evolent Health reserves the right to review and update the medical payment and prior 
authorization guidelines in its sole discretion. Notice of such changes, if necessary, shall 
be provided in accordance with the terms and conditions of provider agreements and 
any applicable laws or regulations.    
 
These policies are the proprietary information of Evolent Health. Any sale, copying, or 
dissemination of said policies is prohibited. 
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